Devotion, Week of August 25, 2024
Rev. Jeanne Simpson

One of the most incredible sights | witnessed while watching the 2024 Paris Olympics was Tara Davis-Woodhall
(an athlete from UGA) winning the gold medal in the long jump and racing over to be lifted off the ground in an em-
brace by her husband, Hunter Woodhall. It was pure joy on both their faces. They are called a power couple, be-
cause they are both such good athletes. But Hunter doesn’t compete in the regular Olympics; he competes in the
Paralympics.

Hunter had both legs amputated at 11 months of age due to birth defects. The doctors didn’t think he’d ever walk,
but he surprised them. Using running blades, he runs like the wind. In the 2016 Olympics he won the 200 meter
silver and the 400 meter bronze, and in the 2021 Olympics he won the 400 meter bronze. He’s going for the gold
this time. And he may just make it.

She competed at the 2024 World Athletics Indoor Championships where she won a gold medal in the long jump
event with a distance of 7.07m. She won the Olympics long jump gold medal with a jump of 7.1 meters, or 23.3
feet. That's longer than our Ford F-150 Supercab truck! And Tara also runs the hurdles. She broke the world under-
20 record in the 60 m hurdles with a time of 7.98 seconds, during the 2018 NCAA Indoor Track and Field Champi-
onships.

These athletes not only show a profound love for each other, but an incredible amount of endurance. They married
in 2022, and they continue to persevere, in spite of all odds placed before them. | am reminded of Hebrews 12:1-2:

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set
before us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right
hand of the throne of God.

There are times when heartbreak is close, like when Tara came in only 6t in the 2021 Tokyo long jump. And in
the 2023 World Championship finals, when one of Hunter’s blades shattered prior to the 400 final. And when
Hunter recently tested positive for Covid. But he says he will be ready to run, and Tara will be right there to
cheer him on.

Running our races, looking to Jesus, is always easier when we have someone to encourage and run with us. |
hope you have an “encourager” in your faith, as well as in those goals you set for yourself in other aspects of
your life. May you be blessed this week in your race, knowing that you are surrounded by a glorious cloud of
witnesses.
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