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The second biblical text for our Lenten journey this year is Isaiah 55 invites us to ponder the abundance of life
in God, in marked contrast to the scarcity the Babylonian captives had experienced. God promised them a re-
turn to the Promised Land, where abundance would be centered around good, healthy living and peace — the
same life that Jesus promoted for us to follow. As you read this text this week, let us pray for ourselves and
those around us who do not have this life in Christ. May they find this way of living in the grace of God.

Hear, everyone who thirsts;
come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not
bread
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
| will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, | made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
Now you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy
on them,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the
earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which | purpose
and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

May this week be one of joy and peace, knowing that you are a cherished child of God.

Jeanne




