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Jeanne 

IÊrecentlyÊfinishedÊreadingÊ“TheÊSecretÊChord”ÊbyÊGeraldineÊBrooks.ÊHerÊbooksÊareÊincredibleÊ–Ê

“March,”ÊaboutÊtheÊcharacterÊofÊLouisaÊMayÊAlcoƩ’sÊfatherÊinÊ“LiƩleÊWomen”;Ê“PeopleÊofÊtheÊ

Book”ÊaboutÊanÊancientÊHaggadah,ÊanÊancientÊJewishÊmanuscript;Ê“Caleb’sÊCrossing”ÊaboutÊaÊmanÊ

whoÊbecameÊtheÊfirstÊNaƟveÊAmericanÊgraduateÊofÊHarvardÊCollegeÊinÊ1665;ÊandÊherÊnewest,Ê

“Horse”ÊaboutÊLexington,ÊtheÊwinningestÊraceÊhorseÊinÊhistory.ÊIÊhaven’tÊreadÊ“YearÊofÊWonders”Ê

aboutÊtheÊmedievalÊbubonicÊplague,ÊbutÊIÊwillÊsoon.ÊAllÊofÊherÊbooksÊtakeÊsomethingÊfromÊhistoryÊ

andÊexpandÊitÊintoÊanÊincredibleÊnovel. 

Ê“TheÊSecretÊChord”ÊisÊaboutÊKingÊDavid.ÊBrooksÊweavesÊinÊsecƟonsÊofÊtheÊBiblicalÊtextÊwithÊficƟon-

alizedÊstoryÊaboutÊthoseÊevents.ÊIÊhadÊforgoƩenÊaboutÊsomeÊofÊtheseÊeventsÊinÊDavid’sÊlife,Êcon-

tainedÊinÊtheÊbooksÊofÊ1ÊandÊ2ÊSamuelÊinÊtheÊOldÊTestament.ÊDavidÊwasÊanÊincredibleÊsingerÊandÊ

harpÊplayer,ÊandÊheÊwroteÊaÊnumberÊofÊtheÊPsalms,ÊasÊwellÊasÊmusicÊthatÊweÊnoÊlongerÊhaveÊavail-

ableÊtoÊus.ÊBrooksÊbringsÊthisÊincredibleÊmanÊtoÊlife,ÊwithÊallÊhisÊbeauty,Êbravery,ÊandÊfoibles.ÊWhatÊ

isÊmostÊremarkableÊaboutÊhisÊstoryÊisÊthatÊtheÊBibleÊpresentsÊhimÊwithÊallÊhisÊflaws.ÊHeÊisÊnotÊaÊsug-

ar-coatedÊcharacterÊwhoÊalwaysÊobeysÊGod.ÊHeÊdoesÊsomeÊpreƩyÊterribleÊthings,ÊandÊheÊandÊhisÊ

familyÊsufferÊforÊthem.ÊNoneÊofÊhisÊchildrenÊotherÊthanÊSolomonÊriseÊtoÊgreatness,ÊandÊmostÊofÊ

themÊareÊpreƩyÊhorribleÊpeople,ÊquiteÊfrankly.ÊAndÊyetÊ–ÊGodÊlovesÊthisÊmanÊwhoÊpoursÊhisÊheartÊ

outÊinÊtheÊPsalms.ÊDavidÊpraisesÊGod,ÊarguesÊwithÊGod,ÊcomplainsÊaboutÊhisÊtreatment,ÊbegsÊforÊ

forgivenessÊandÊphysicalÊhealing,ÊandÊsearchesÊforÊGodÊwhenÊheÊfeelsÊtheÊabsenceÊofÊtheÊoneÊheÊ

lovesÊmoreÊthanÊanyÊother.ÊDavid’sÊPsalmsÊreflectÊaÊtrueÊloveÊstoryÊwithÊtheÊCreator.Ê 

SoÊpickÊupÊthisÊbookÊorÊothersÊbyÊGeraldineÊBrooks,ÊandÊenjoyÊsomeÊenthrallingÊsummerÊreading. 


